INTRODUCTION

IK WHICH THE SOURCES OF THIS H1STQBY ARK PRINCIPALLY
TREATED.

A HISTOBY of the " Origin of Christianifcy " ought to embrace all

the obscure, and, if one might so speak, subterranean periods which
extend from the first beginnings of this religion up to the moment
when its existence became a public fact, notorious and evident to
the eyes of alL Such a history would consist of four books. The
first, which I now present to the public, treats of the particular
fact which has served as the starting-point of the new religion;
and is entirely filled by the sublime person of the Founder. The
second would treat of the apostles and their immediate disciples,
or rather, of the revolutions which religious thought underwent in
the first two generations of Christianity. I would close this about
the year 100, at the time when the last friends of Jesus were
dead, and when all the books of the New Testament were fixed
almost in the forms in which we now read them. The third would
exhibit the state of Christianity under the Antonines. We should
see it develop itself slowly, and sustain an almost permanent war
agairtst the empire, which had just reached the highest degree of
administrative perfection, and, governed by philosophers, combated
in the new-born sect a secret and theocratic society which obsti-
nately denied and incessantly undermined it. This book wouli
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